"Capable of Evading High Speed Pursuit
or
Ride It Like You Stole It"
One of the primary tasks associated with witnessing is to observe people.  The most important thing to learn, in order to apply any type of personal evangelism method, is to learn to listen.  The entire effort should place others first because our genuine concern for their eternal welfare should be the motivation that drives us.  Our intent is not to place ourselves in the limelight or dazzle everyone with our testimony, which we may believe to be important, but to utilize that testimony in a manner that can help others relate to their own position in relation to God.

So, we must observe people.  We must listen to people.  We must listen to God.  Then finally, we might, just might be given the opportunity to speak.

In review of my observations of people, I have noticed some common themes.  Almost everyone is capable of "evading high speed pursuit".  This can apply to those who profess the faith as well as to those who do not.  I recall from my own past, how adept I was at evading pursuit.  I evaded responsibility, commitment, truth and for many years, God.  I was quite good at evasion.  Fluid through the curves, fast on the straight away, running silent downhill and stealth at night, I knew where all the opportunities would be to gain a little more distance or completely change direction.  I have come to the conclusion, through observations, that this is perhaps just a part of the human equation.  Sometimes in witnessing, we can unknowingly assist this flight.  If our intent is to just present the question as often and to as many as possible, then perhaps we are not taking the time to listen.  Not taking the time to be complete, establish a relationship, not taking the time to really hear where their heart is.  Sometimes the intellectual answer does not line up with where the heart is.  If all someone is presented with is a quick question, then it is easy to evade with a quick answer.  Capable of Evading High Speed Pursuit.

The other observation I have noted applies, in this case, to those who profess the faith.  I label them in this manner because we all know that there is a difference between putting up a front, warming a pew and really turning your life over to God.  I am finding a lot of people who profess the faith and claim to be on the ride, but they are "riding it like they stole it".  They fly by so fast no one can really tell what they are or believe.  If our worship begins in song on Sunday morning, it is completed in our life the rest of week.   As I get closer to these people, I have found a couple of reasons for their speed.  Both reasons are based in uncertainty.  Some are uncertain about their faith.  They are going through the motions, but have not or will not totally make Jesus the Lord of their life.   Others are uncertain about their skills.  They have not taken the time to learn applications and develop the skills to construct their testimony and to prepare their witness.  Even if they were to slow down, God may not fully use them because they are not prepared for the moment.  We are instructed to study to show ourselves approved, a workman worthy of the calling.  As we go into this off-season, let's slow down, take some time to repair and prepare.  Develop some skills at observing and listening so that we can really be an instrument for God in making a difference in people's lives.

I am completing the presentation of personal relational evangelism program for a group at my home church.  My plans are to make this available for any chapter members who would like to go through it, beginning sometime after the first of the year.  Let me know if you are interested.

The holidays are upon us.  A time when life can become truly insane.  So, slow down, rest in God’s arms, and if you are in Sane, stop by and see us.
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