"Sight and the Art of Motorcycle Control"
There was a book, and still is, entitled "Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Repair".  This book is vintage early '70's and became a cult classic as cult classics go.  I am sure that there are those reading this article that like myself remember this book.

This book is not exactly what I am considering at the time of this writing however.  As we were enjoying the 2002 Seasons of Refreshing, Curtis spoke on something that struck a chord with me.  This matter was the importance to watch where you are going and where you want to go, because where you look is where you are going to end up.  Now this is a fundamental principle of motorcycle riding and control.  I can personally testify how I still recall focusing on two different fence post.  Proof of this principle was that I hit them exactly where I was focusing on the post.  The remarkable part of both events is that they were separated by 30 years.  Even over time this principle holds true.  Where you look is where you go.

It is amazing that such a fragile tether can determine our outcome.  This visible, but yet invisible connection can alter our course, be the success of our ride, or the destruction of our ride.  It's not like a tire blew out or we couldn't hang onto the grips.  The bike doesn't experience a sudden mechanical failure, nor do we loose control of our bodies.  But this insignificant little thing, where we look, controls where we go.

This is obviously very important in controlling a motorcycle, yet I can't think of anything more important in our spiritual life.  While I don't specifically recall that this was mentioned in these exact words during Seasons, I was thinking the entire time. "Tell us Curtis, tell us how that those things that we focus on will be where we go."  If we have an old habit or sin in our life and we start thinking about and spending time on these things, we will go back to them.  Our focus can be as benign as simply thinking about these practices.  As this continues, then eventually an opportunity will present itself to act out on these thoughts.  It can be an old addiction, pornography, anger or even gossip.  Whatever the problem, focusing on these acts can lead to sin.  Our mental and spiritual sight can lead to sin, then sin leads to a separation from God.  Where we look is where we go.

Likewise, if we spend time on focusing on our relationship with God, his word and his work, then that is where we will end up.  Keeping our eyes on our purpose will keep us in the right direction.  Things other than scandalous sin can distract us.  If we get caught up in simply helping other organizations secular and otherwise, and lose sight of the witnessing aspect then we haven’t arrived at the intended destination.  We can be involved in good things, helpful things, activities that establish relationships that should earn us the right to speak and tell others about this hope that we have, and still not arrive at the planned destination.  We may not run through the fence, but can still end up off of the road.  We should always be prepared to tell others about this hope that we have.  Where we look is where we go.

The focus during Seasons, as interpreted by me, was looking toward that goal of witnessing, as individuals and as a chapter.  I perceived that the other was implied, but don’t recall that it was mentioned directly, it still works though, mentioned or not.

The calendar is filling quickly.  Ministry opportunities are plentiful.  One of the main functions of the chapter is to assemble the information on these opportunities, coordinate the plans for attendance and assist in helping all of those involved reach that final destination.  There is an abundance of activities of all types close to our area.  No one needs to travel far to find people who need Christ and where we can be an active part of that introduction.  Look at the possibilities, look at the need, and look at the destination.  Where we look is where we go.

Jeff and I made a promise to each other and to God, Sane Mule & Motorcycle Trading Co. will be an opportunity for witnessing first and a business second.  Grand opening should be April 13th.  In Sane City Limits, speed is not checked by radar but by your ability to make it around the curve.
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