“The Smallest Thing”

I really wanted to title this article “The Real Cost of A $0.05 Part”.  I have been chasing an electrical problem on the old brown and tan scooter since the first of May.  While this has been mildly frustrating, it was quite confusing.  When it first occurred, I had arrived at my Mother’s one morning and when I was ready to leave, nothing on the bike would light up.  Thinking it was the master fuse; I opened everything up, pulled the fuse, looked at it and seeing no problem, reinstalled it.  Then turning on the key to check things out revealed that all systems were go.  So I re-assembled the bike and off to work.  A few days pass and this happens again at the same location with basically the same results.  This time I call the dealer.  Thinking that I had a module that was going south, I thought I would just purchase one to have on hand in the event that I was not able to bring things back to life at some point in the future.  The first thing I did was request a price quote on the black box that everything seemed to be connected to.  This turned out to be the primary ignition module, over the counter price, $650.  After a mild coronary episode and a brief blackout, I had the presence of mind to describe the problem that I was experiencing.  The person on the other end assured me that the problems that I was having were caused by a loose connection somewhere and replacement of the module would not be necessary.  This was comforting.

So for the next several weeks, I went through a series of electrical interruptions.  As long as the bike was running, I could keep going towards my destination.  The electronics on the console would blink on and off, the speedo would shut down and if I was trying to ride too fast, I could on occasion outrun the electric fuel pump.  Otherwise the stator would keep everything going.  As I closed in on the problem, it became apparent that this loose connection was responsible for keeping the battery on line.  When the connection was lost, the bike would function off of the generated source.  But if the bike was shutdown, it could not be started until things were wiggled around to restore the connection.

After several teardowns and re-assemblies, I was able to isolate the problem to three wires.  Now remember that the slightest movement would be sufficient to restore the connection.  A few days ago everything shutdown one more time.  This time I was able to identify the individual wire.  Kulley LeVaugh was there when I identified it.  This particular wire terminated in one of these fancy new-fangled molded plastic connections.  But Kulley, being the master mechanic, showed me that even these could be dis-assembled.  Taking the connector apart, we soon discovered the problem, a little $0.05 copper connecter that had lost its grip.  I had spent weeks dis-assembling and re-assembling a motorcycle due to the failure of a tiny little part.  Linda had spent hours of concern as to whether or not I would make my destinations.  The repeated dis-assemblies and re-assemblies had caused the filaments in the lamps on the speedo to break.  These lamps cost about $4.00 each.  They too are tiny little things, but very pricey.

Much like a nickel part caused such major disruption and concern, very small things can interrupt our spiritual lives.  The big major things draw everyone’s attention and prayers, but the tiny little things that are so buried in the maze, can not only cause a disruption, but can literally shut everything down.  A lot of times we believe that these are private problems and sins.  That may be true.  There are sins that we can keep between God and us.  Sometimes we believe that they are just ours, but all is between God and us.  So there are things that are shared on that level alone.  Larger, more public items are not only between God and us, but extend to affect others in our lives.  All sees these and the faithful attack in prayer.  But it is those little, tiny, hidden things that we mistakenly believe are not affecting anyone that undermine our relationship with the Father.  We take that relationship for granted so many times.  We worry about our relationship with each other, but take the attitude that we can get away with murder in our relationship with God.

It is best to keep the sins that are between us and the Father just that way.  To let these grow and extend until they touch others is not prudent.  But to just let them lie around is an error also.  As long as they are there, the systems will keep being affected.  Find those nickel problems and get rid of them.  Everything will run much smoother.

It’s the Sane thing to do.
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