“Will It Be, Will It Not?”

Each and every ride has it’s own personality.  The longer you own and ride an individual bike the deeper and more complex that personality becomes.  Thus, the relationship you have with that ride defines the way that you love and care for it.  Now I don’t want anyone to think that I have slipped over the edge.  I know that the bike is just a machine.  I know that it does not have life or is a sentient being, but bikes have soul.  Not in the real spiritual way that God gave us “a soul”, but they have soul.

They also have a will.  The bike’s will is limited by certain engineering parameters, but they do have a will.  A rider must align and establish their will within the limits of the will of the bike.  If not, then exceeding the will of the bike will result in things including the rider ending up in a dying cockroach position.  Flat on your back with you legs sticking up in the air.  Despite our own will, the end results will never exceed the blended combination of our will and that of the bike.  Each bike can only do so much.  No more, only less if the rider so desires.

One of the first priorities in witnessing and ministry is to observe and listen.  People’s needs are only met if we clearly know what the needs are.  As my own personal skills have improved in this area of listening and observing, one of the things that I have noticed is how much individual will is the prevalent contributor to conflict.  This applies to conflict with God and with each other.

Our first conflict is always with God.  Initially we are lost.  We are controlled by our own will, our own wants and decisions.  We do what we will.  This is not always bad, evil or sinister, but it is our will, not God’s.  Once we accept Christ, then we are exposed to God’s will and the desire should be to place our will in line with his.  He let’s us keep our will, doesn’t take it away.  So are there Christian’s who are redeemed but not living with in the will of God?  I believe so.

Not everything that occurs occurs within the will of God.   If this were so, then one could make the case that everything that happens is the will of God.  Not so, now I don’t want to get too deep here, so let’s keep it to the basic of God’s will.  God has said that it is his will that everyone come to know him.  Pretty simple, therefore if someone does not ever come to know him then this event is outside of his will.  In this case, something happened that was not within the will of God.  Since this is one of the clearest and foremost desires of God and is in his will, then we as his own should strive to align our will such that we too want everyone to know him.

In dealing with each other, this seems to become more complex.  As Christians we want to align our will with God’s will.  Then when conflicts arise with each other, and we are trying so hard to align our will to God’s will, we struggle when we crash and burn due to misalignment of individual wills.  Our first assumption is that the other person must not desire God’s will.

It is my perception that association of wills between people, parents and children, husbands and wives, me and my neighbors, employee and employer, or one and another is more like the relationship between me and my bike.  A crash is going to occur any time that either will pushes the other beyond the engineering limits.  Those front forks only rotate so far.  This is also one of those things where only two can be compared at any one time.  We can compare our will to God’s.  Other’s can compare their will to God’s.  We can compare our individual wills to each other.  It is just not appropriate to us as imperfect humans to compare all three at the same time.  Despite our own will, the end results will never exceed the blended combination of our will and that of the other person.  Can wills change?  Certainly, our prime example is that change that occurs when we accept Christ and our will begins to move to align with God’s.

So how to we get past the conflict?  I don’t know that there is an answer to this for every case.  The process that we should use to try and overcome the conflict is probably consistent for every possible scenario.  This does require us to review how our will aligns with God’s.  While we will never acquire that perfect fit, we may need to adjust our direction.  Then we need to really observe the will of the other person.  We can’t change their will.  Only they can do that and most people need a really good reason to make that change.  So at this point don’t get sidetracked with trying to decide how to start changing their will.  You can’t do it.  But you can compare their will to yours’ and determine if you can permit your will to function within the limits of their will, without moving you outside of the will of God.  I believe that is the key.  Make sure you stay within the engineering limits that surround God’s will.

I don’t know why this issue kept coming back to me.  It’s insane.  I sit down to write several times, took various approaches on different topics, but I just kept getting shoved back to this point.  If a struggle of wills is affecting your life, study it out, observe and listen, but examine your will and its position within God’s will.  Be certain that you are not using your will to determine and direct the will of others.  This will not work.  They are the masters of their own will.  God made us this way.  At some point we all will become aware of this fact.  This can be as positive and rewarding as it can be destructive.  That’s just the way it is.

From the in “Sane” side of the line, know first the will of God and ride straight for it.
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